FOUR        TALES        BY        ZELIDE

"With what speed did I not see myself carried on I
I had known Lady Betty for about five months.
Our mamagewas suggested, discussed,and decided
in an hour. Sir Harry was so happy that I had
difficulty in believing that he would be discreet.
He said that four months was too long for him to
keep silence, but that he would say nothing till my
departure if I would promise to take him with me.
I was accordingly married, and nothing became
known, although contrary winds and excessively
stormy weather delayed my departure for some
days, which it was more natural to pass at Bath
than at Harwich. The wind having changed I
departed, leaving Lady Betty with child. In four
months I travelled the principal towns of Holland,
Flanders, and Brabant; and in France, besides
Paris, I saw Normandy and Brittany. I did not
travel fast, on account of my little travelling com-
panion; but I stayed for a short time wherever I
went and nowhere did I desire to remain longer.
I was so ill disposed for society, and what I saw
of women everywhere gave me so little hope of
being consoled for my loss, that I sought only for
edifices, theatrical performances, pictures, and
artists. When I saw or heard anything pleasing
I would look round for her with whom I had for
so long seen and heard, for her with whom I
longed to see and to hear everything, who would
have aided my judgments and doubled my sensi-
bility. I took up my pen a hundred times to
write to her, but I did not dare to write; for how
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